
THE OBJECTIVIST  
SUMMER CONFERENCE

June 26 - June 30, 2026

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Concurrent 
Sessions

Social 
Events LunchesGeneral 

Sessions

SUNDAY JUNE 28

10:00AM – 11:30AM (Grand Ballroom A, B, C)
Harry Binswanger, Shoshana Milgram (MC):  
Ayn Rand’s New Orleans Trip: Report  
of a Fellow Traveler

Visit the OCON website to 
see full session descriptions.

NEW ORLEANS

6:00PM – 10:00PM (Grand Foyer/ Grand Ballroom)  
Opening Reception & Keynote
Greg Salmieri: America at 250: What Do We  
Have to Celebrate?

7:30AM – 8:20AM (Armstrong) - (Invitation Only)
First-Timer Breakfast 

11:45AM – 1:20PM (Armstrong) - (Invitation Only)
Ayn Rand Center Donor Lunch

8:30AM – 10:00AM (Grand Ballroom A, B, C)
Onkar Ghate: America at 250: Politics, 
Religion, Morality

10:30AM – 11:30AM (Grand Ballroom A, B, C)
Blake Scholl: Build Supersonic

5:00PM – 6:00PM (Grand Foyer)
Cocktail Hour & Archives Display Tour

7:00PM – 11:00PM (WWll Museum)
ARI’s Annual Gala

8:00PM – 10:00PM (Grand Ballroom A, B, C)
Movie Night “La La Land”

1:30PM – 3:00PM (Grand Ballroom A, B, C)
Panel: Steven Pinker, Onkar Ghate, Greg Salmieri, 
Elan Journo (MC)

4:00PM – 5:00PM (Grand Ballroom A, B, C)
Tal Tsfany: Spreading Objectivism: A Vision 
for ARI’s Future

FRIDAY JUNE 26

SATURDAY JUNE 27

8:40AM – 9:40AM 
(Grand Ballroom D)    
Laura Mazer: The 
Wonderful Net: Andreas 
Vesalius and the 
Anatomy of Authority

8:40AM – 9:40AM 
(Grand Ballroom A, B, C) 
Tara Smith:  
Aging Selfishly 

5:00PM – 6:00PM (Grand Foyer)
Cocktail Hour & Archives Display Tour

9:00PM – 12:00AM (Armstrong)
Sixth Annual OCON Texas Hold ’Em Poker 
Championship Tournament

6:00PM – 9:00PM (Orpheum Theatre) - (Invitation Only)
Benefactor’s Dinner

3:45PM – 4:45PM (Grand Ballroom A, B, C)
Alex Epstein: How to Liberate America’s Producers

7:00PM – 12:00AM (Grand Ballroom)
Closing Reception and Dinner
Yaron Brook: America: The Nation of the Producer

3:45PM – 4:45PM 
(Grand Ballroom D) 
Audra Hilse, Brandon 
Lisi, Elan Journo (mod): 
Behind the Scenes of  
the Ayn Rand Archives

3:45PM – 4:45PM 
(Grand Ballroom A, B, C) 
Robert Mayhew: On the 
Teleological Argument 
for the Existence of God

TUESDAY JUNE 30

8:40AM – 9:40AM 
(Grand Ballroom D) 
Josh Windham: The Roots 
of Non-Objective Law 
Enforcement

Robertas Bakula: How 
Antitrust Law Crippled  
a Nation of Producers

8:40AM – 9:40AM 
(Grand Ballroom A, B, C) 
Mike Mazza: How to Give 
Better Explanations

10:00AM – 11:30AM (Grand Ballroom A, B, C)
Tara Smith: Intellectual Shrinkage – And Its Costs

11:45AM – 1:30PM (Armstrong) - (Invitation Only)
Atlantis Legacy Lunch

1:45PM – 3:15PM 
(Grand Ballroom D)    
Sam Weaver:  Milton’s 
Paradise Lost: Defying the 
“Tyranny of Heaven”

Tristan De Liege:  
The Aesthetic Dimension 
of Valuing

1:45PM – 3:15PM 
(Grand Ballroom A, B, C) 
Peter Schwartz: 
The Meaning of 
Fundamentals

11:45AM – 1:30PM (Armstrong) - (Paid Lunch)
Investing in the Next Generation of Intellectuals

11:45AM – 1:30PM (Armstrong) - (Invitation Only)
Building an Intellectual Career

1:45PM – 3:15PM (Grand Ballroom A, B, C)
Gena Gorlin: The Psychology of the Producer

10:00AM – 11:30AM (Grand Ballroom A, B, C)
Greg Salmieri: The Philosophy of the Producer

MONDAY JUNE 29

1:45PM – 3:15PM 
(Grand Ballroom D) 
Alex Silverman:  
The Metaphysics  
of Productiveness

John Dennis:  
The Comfort Trap:  
How a Culture of  
Ease Undermines 
 the Producer’s Mind

1:45PM – 3:15PM 
(Grand Ballroom A, B, C) 
Keith Lockitch: Chasing 
the Rainbow: Descartes, 
Newton, and the 
Scientific Method 

3:45PM – 4:45PM 
(Grand Ballroom D)   
Ben Bayer: Ayn Rand’s 
Philosophy of Progress

3:45PM – 4:45PM 
(Grand Ballroom A, B, C) 
Shoshana Milgram:  
Ayn Rand and the 
Meaning of Marilyn 
Monroe (1926-1962)

8:40AM – 9:40AM 
(Grand Ballroom D)   
Audra Hilse: The 
Publishing Struggle of 
We the Living

Brandon Lisi:  
The Movies That 
Changed Ayn Rand’s Life

8:40AM – 9:40AM 
(Grand Ballroom A, B, C) 
Amesh Adalja: 
Conquering the 
Necropolis: The Taming 
of Yellow Fever and the 
Making of a Productive 
American City

5:00PM – 6:00PM (Grand Foyer)
Cocktail Hour

5:00PM – 6:00PM (Zulu/Proteus) - (Invitation Only)
Introduction to Planned Giving—Happy Hour

8:00PM – 10:30AM (Armstrong)
OCON’s Got Talent

SUNDAY JUNE 28 (CONTINUED) MONDAY JUNE 29 (CONTINUED)

5:00PM – 6:00PM  (Grand Ballroom E) - (Invitation Only)
Intellectual Incubator Happy Hour
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ARCHIVES EXHIBIT
Ayn Rand’s Immigration Story

ON DISPLAY ALL WEEK IN THE GRAND FOYER
PRESENTATION AT 5:00PM ON MONDAY, JUNE 29TH 
DURING THE COCKTAIL HOUR
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